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Walls) after the Act of 1722, were intended, inter alia, to be both a
substitute for the parish nurse and to provide a preliminary training in
industry and virtue with a modicum of book learning. 'All the poor
children now kept at parish nurses, instead of being starv'd or misus'd
by them, as is so much complained of, will be duly taken care of, and be
bred up to Labour and Industry, Virtue and Religion	*12 So said the
parishes of St Giles and St James, pioneers in the building of parish
workhouses. It was also hoped by enthusiasts that workhouses would
effectually cure a very bad practice in parish officers, who, to save expense,
are apt to ruin children by putting them out as early as they can to any sorry
master that will take them, without any concern for their education and wel-
fare, on account of the little money that is given with them. However, there
will be this one good effect from workhouses thus regulated, that the next
generation of persons in town will be made better and the children of the
poor, instead of being bred up in irreligion and vice to an idle vagabond life,
will have the fear of God before their eyes, get habits of virtue, be inured to
labour, and thus become useful to their country.13
The education aimed at was to teach the catechism, reading, and
possibly writing and a little ciphering in the intervals of some industrial
occupation. This ideal remained the same, whether in the parish work-
houses after 1722, in the London Workhouse (established in 1698
under the Act of 1662), in the Foundling Hospital, especially in its
early years, and in the infant poorhouses or nursery schools of the
London parishes in the early nineteenth century. It was also the ideal of
the London charity schools, but the fact that it was more difficult and
more expensive to start an industrial occupation than a little rudimentary
teaching, made the former an exception.14 But the workhouse, like the
spinning schools and like the workhouse set up by Firmin in Aldersgate
in 1676, aimed at being a primitive kind of factory. The earlier work-
• houses aimed also at being self-supporting if not profitable, and there-
fore suffered from inevitable disappointments. In the later workhouses
(after 1723) and in the charity schools, the object of the industrial work
seems to have been to inure the children to labour and to help towards
the expenses of the undertaking.15
A description of the London Workhouse in Bishopsgate Street in
1708 gives a picture of these methods and ideals in practice: thirty or
forty children were put under the charge of one nurse in a ward, they

